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The Genealogy of the Gambler’ s Image and Ethical Narratives
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Abstract: The gaming industry has shaped Macao’ s distinctive urban culture and has also become a
central focus of literary narratives. This study examines the representations of gamblers in Macao

thematic literature, deconstructing the capital myth behind the prosperity of the “casino city”. Four
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representative Macao novels (2007 - 2016) are selected and analyzed through text- coding with

NVivo to explore how literature constructs gamblers as “prisoners of space”, thereby exposing the

structural violence imposed by capital logic on individuals and society. The article innovatively

adopts a “space - ethics” dual - axis analytical framework, and finds that while literary narratives

succeed in critiquing the capital myth, the recurrent paradigm of “individual redemption” ( especially

maternal redemption) objectively obscures the structural absence of social responsibility. Ethical

dilemmas are thus redirected toward individualized and gendered sacrifice, producing a sharp contrast

with policy shortcomings in reality. This research not only fills a gap in the typological study of

gambling- related literary figures but also provides a new academic perspective and pathway for

reconstructing gambling ethics governance through narrative intervention.

Key words: Macao thematic literature; gambler narratives; capital myth; narrative intervention;

gambler images; prisoners of space
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