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Coordinated Protection of Trademarks and Geographical Indications
for Time-Honored Traditional Chinese Medicine Brands
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area

WU Lei, CHEN Wenbo
(Guangdong Hengqin Zhicaoyun Traditional Chinese Medicine Group Co., Ltd.)

Abstract: The brand assets of time-honored traditional Chinese medicine enterprises embody a dual-value
structure, the individual goodwill reflected in trademark rights and the territorial public value derived from geographical
environments, traditional craftsmanship, and industrial reputation. Yet, existing regimes--trademark rights, intangible
cultural heritage recognition, and geographical indications--each operate within a single legal domain and thus reveal
protective limitations, making it difficult to establish a comprehensive institutional safeguard. Within the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, the "one country, two systems, three legal jurisdictions" framework further
complicates protection, as divergences in legal rules and the absence of mutual recognition mechanisms hinder the cross-
jurisdictional circulation and time-honored brands. To address these challenges, a coordinated protection framework may
be constructed, centered on trademark rights and geographical indication rights. Intangible cultural heritage recognition
can be converted into evidentiary foundations for geographical indication protection, while rights boundaries between
individual proprietors and regional collectives are carefully delineated. Building upon the intellectual property cooperation
mechanisms of the Greater Bay Area, this framework should establish coordinated recognition standards, tiered mutual
recognition arrangements, and cross-jurisdictional joint enforcement mechanisms. In doing so, it would enable effective
protection and ensure the sustainable transmission of the territorial value inherent in time-honored traditional Chinese
medicine brands.

Keywords: Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; time-honored traditional Chinese medicine brands,
geographical indications; trademark regime, intangible cultural heritage
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