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Legislative Promotion of Hengqin-Macao Integration
by the Standing Committee of the Zhuhai Municipal People’s Congress:
Retrospect and Prospect

SUN Yibo

(Zhuhai Special Economic Zone Legislative Research Center)

Abstract: The Communist Party of China Central Committee and the State Council issued the Overall development
plan for the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin which clearly requires that “the legislative power
of the Special Economic Zone be fully utilized, and that Zhuhai be allowed to make alternative provisions to laws,
administrative regulations, and local regulations according to the needs of the Cooperation Zone’s reform and innovation
practices.” The Standing Committee of the Zhuhai Municipal People’s Congress, in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the authorization decision of the National People’s Congress and the Legislative Law and giving full play
to the core advantage of the legislative power of the Special Economic Zone - the right to make changes, has focused
on the convergence of rules in the civil and commercial fields in the cooperation zone and the provision of institutional
guarantees for Macao residents to work and live in the cooperation zone. A number of economic zone regulations that are
pioneering and leading nationwide and reflect the reform and innovation of the cooperation zone has been introduced.
It has gradually explored legislative working mechanisms that are compatible with the new system of “Guangdong and
Macao extensive consultation, joint contribution, co-managing and shared benefits”, providing a “Zhuhai model” for
China to accelerate high-level institutional opening up and dovetail with international rules.

Keywords: legislative power of special economic zones, Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in
Hengqin, rules connection
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