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“Returned Overseas Chinese”: Southeast Asian Chinese Migrants in Macao,
1959-1979

XIANG Fang

(University International College, Macau University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: The Southeast Asian Chinese who migrated back to Macao from the 1950s onward laid the foundation
for today’s Guigiao (§F{& > “Returned Overseas Chinese”) community in Macao. Few studies have offered a coherent
account of their early return and the subsequent institutionalization of their identity. This article focuses on the period
1959-1979 and analyzes how Southeast Asian Chinese migrants prompted the Portuguese administration in Macao to
revise its entry policies through negotiation and associational mobilization. The migration process is thus divided into
four stages according to the negotiations over immigration policies. It argues that this historical construction of the
Guigiao identity not only reshaped Macao’s demographic and labor structures but also formed an institutionalized social
group that continues to underpin economic and cultural ties between Macao and Southeast Asian Chinese societies.
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