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Logical Basis and Constitutional Foundation of the Special Administrative Region
System

HU Xia!, YI Yan?

(1 Faculty of Law, University of Macau; 2 Macao Legal Worker)

Abstract: The system of Special Administrative Regions (SARs) is a distinctive governance arrangement established
by the Constitution of the People s Republic of China and the Basic Laws of the SARs. Under this framework, the Central
Government exercises comprehensive jurisdiction over the SARs, which encompasses both powers directly exercised by
the Central Authorities and powers delegated to the SARs to implement a high degree of autonomy in accordance with
the law. The Central Government retains supervisory authority over the scope of autonomy exercised by the SARs. The
resumption of the exercise of sovereignty by the Chinese government over Hong Kong and Macao constitutes the logical
basis of the SAR system, while the Constitution and the Basic Laws together provide its constitutional foundation. The
successful practice of “One Country, Two Systems” in Hong Kong and Macao demonstrates the institutional strengths of

the SAR system and provides solid support for its continued development.
Keywords: Special Administrative Region system, logical basis, constitutional foundation, “One Country, Two

Systems”
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